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d. To quiet cough in certain chronic affections of the respiratory organs; 

e. To procure sleep. 

8. The contra-indications to its employment, are an inflammatory state 
of the digestive organs, and a predisposition to cerebral congestions. 

9. Its taste is more disagreeable than that of chloral, and needs to be 
masked by a corrective. The extract of liquorice seems best for this 
purpose. 

10. It cannot be given hypodermically. 

11. The dose should vary according to the age, the particular susceptibility 
of each person, and the effects desired. Dr. Weill says: “If we wish only 
to procure sleep, we can begin with from seven to fifteen grains, and in the 
great majority of cases this will be sufficient; at least when the pains are not 
such as to make large doses of a narcotic absolutely indispensable. In such 
cases, we may administer at once, thirty, forty-five, or even sixty grains. 

“ In the neuralgias or other nervous affections, the practice of the English 
physicians is especially applicable: one, one and a half, or three grains 
repeated every quarter of an hour, every half hour, or every hour, until relief 
is Obtained; and we are often astonished at the rapidity with which it 
comes.” 


Damian a.— Dr. J. J. Oaldwell (Fas. Medical Monthly , May) calls attention 
to a new remedy, a Mexican plant called damiana (the botanical name is not 
given), which seems to have, according to his testimony, a very powerful 
stimulant effect on the uro-genital apparatus, in both sexes. He gives four 
cases of complete or partial impotence and irritability, which readily yielded 
to the effects of the drug. He employs the tincture and fluid extract. 

It would seem that there is something worthy of investigation in the 
alleged virtues of this plant. , 1 


Picrotoxine and Chloral Hydrate. —The following are the general 
conclusions of a series of investigations on the physiological action of picro- 
toxirie, the active principle of cocculus Indicus, by Dr. J. Crichton Browne, 
and published in several numbers of the British Medical Journal, the 
concluding article appearing May 24th: 

1. Chloral hydrate is physiologically antagonistic to picrotoxine, in 
rabbits and Guinea pigs; and will, when administered in a suitable and 
proportionate dose, save life after a fatal dose of picrotoxine. 

2. The antagonism of chloral hydrate to picrotoxine in rabbits and Guinea 
pigs, may be exerted so as to save life, even when it is not administered until 
fifteen or twenty, minutes after the fatal dose of picrotoxine. 

3. The antagonism of chloral hydrate to picrotoxine is subject to two 
limitations : a, That the dose of^icrotoxine may be so large as to kill before 
the chloral hydrate has time to operate; b, That the dose of picrotoxine may 
be so large that nothing short of a poisonous dose of chloral hydrate would 
avail to counteract it. 

4. Picrotoxine is to a very limited extent antagonistic to chloral hydrate, 
in rabbits and Guinea pigs, by mitigating the hypnotic effects of the latter 
upon the brain and higher nervous centres, which it stimulates to activity. 
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5. The minimum fatal dose of chloral hydrate in the rabbit, is twelve 
grains to each pound of body weight. 

6. Practically,’ no antagonism exists between picrotoxine and chloral 
hydrate in the cat, nor between strychnia and chloral hydrate. 

7. Picrotoxine and chloral hydrate, when administered simultaneously to 
the cat, cause death by stopping the action of the heart, and not by any 
destructive or exhaustive action upon- the supreme nervous centres. 

8. Chloral hydrate causes in the cat excitement and restlessness, with 
motor defects prior to the state of sopor, and its effects upon that animal are 
protracted to an extraordinary extent. 

9. The energy of the action of chloral hydrate, as measured by its mini¬ 
mum fatal dose, is in proportion to the development of the cerebral 
hemispheres. 


We add also the following titles of recent papers in this department: 

Yon Mering, On the Physiological and Therapeutic Action of Croton 
Chloral Hydrate, Berliner Klin. Wochenschr ., No. 21, May 24; also Re¬ 
searches on the Action of Chloral Hydrate and Croton Chloral Hydrate, 
Arch. f. Exper. Pathol, u. Pharmakol., III., 3 and 4, 1875; Rieger, The 
Therapeutic Employment of Jaborandi, Berliner Klin. Wochenschr. No. 7, 
Feb. 15; Carpenter, On the Rational Treatment of some forms of Hemi¬ 
plegia, Practitioner , May, 321; Turner, On the Relief of Toothache, Ibid, 
332; Dyce Duckworth, On the Relief of Toothache by Bicarbonate of 
Soda, Ibid, April; Lawson, On the Monobromide of Camphor, Ibid; 
Schwalbe, Electro-therapeutic Report, Virchow's Archiv, LXIII., 3 and 4, 
p. 462; Fr. Jolly, On the Family care of ths Insane in Scotland, Jour, of 
Mental Science, April; Tebaldi, Nitrite of Amyl, its Action and Uses in 
Medicine, particularly in Mental Disorders, Bevista Sperimentale di Vrenia- 
tria, Fasc III., p. 177; Taylor, Gelseminum Sempervirens—An Inquiry into 
its Physiological Action, etc., Richm. and Louisv. Med. Jour., June, 1875. 



